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The Muslim Brotherhood started in a small town in Egypt by Hassan al-Banna, a school teacher, in 1928. It is 

the oldest organized Islamic movement in modern history. Al-Banna was born in 1906 to a religious family. He 

was influenced by earlier Muslim scholars who wrote about the sorry state of the Arab and Muslim worlds and 

the need to fix it.  

 

Al-Banna wanted to re-establish an Islamic nation as a world leader. He stated that the Brotherhood's goals 

were to establish an Islamic country using the teachings the Quran and the Prophet Muhammad. Al-Banna 

saw Islam as a perfect system to create a healthy, happy and prosperous livelihood for the Egypt; Islam 

was not just a religion, but a complete way of life. Islam explains the relationship between man and God, man 

and fellow man; it also deals with issues like politics, economics, and the environment. Basically, al-Banna 

thought it would create a perfect society. 

 

Al-Banna also said that one of the main goals of the Brotherhood is to get rid of all foreign occupiers of Muslim 

lands. At the time, Egypt was under the control of a government set up and supported by the British. This is a 

belief that many Egyptians and Arabs agreed with and it got the group a lot of support.  

 

Al-Banna formed a highly secretive armed wing of the Brotherhood which influenced the behavior of the group. 

This secret group attempted assassinations, bombings, and other actions to rid Egypt of the British and the 

Jews who remained in the country. 

  

Al-Banna was assassinated in 1949, but the Brotherhood’s work continued. The Brotherhood worked closely 

with the army officers and civilians who participated in the 1952 coup that overthrew the Egyptian monarchy. 

But soon after, the coup leaders turned against the Muslim Brotherhood and outlawed it and other political 

movements and parties. 

 

For the next 20 years, the group faced numerous disasters including political persecution and imprisonment. In 

1954, Egypt’s President survived an assassination attempt which he blamed on the Brotherhood. He put in jail 

hundreds of Brotherhood members. This harassment of the Islamist group pushed many to flee Egypt to other 

Arab and Muslim countries. This spread the Brotherhood's influence around the world. 

 

In 1966, Sayyid Qutb, a senior Muslim Brotherhood member was executed by the Egyptian government. Qutb 

was an influential writer and beliefs would influence the rise of a newer, more radicalized group of Islamists, 

including one of the founders of al-Qaeda, Dr. Mohammed Rabie al-Zawahiri (bin Laden’s doctor and friend).  
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Who went to Afghanistan to be trained by Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaeda? 

For the most part, al-Qaeda recruits in the early 1990s had the following traits: 

 “Model youth” 

 Middle to upper class 

 Good family and home life 

 College educated  

o Many studied the natural sciences or engineering 

o Many went to school in Europe or the United States 

 Spoke several languages 

 Did not show signs of mental disorders 

 Most were not even that religious before joining the Jihad group 

 Most were single 

 Lots were from Europe or Algeria, some were from Saudi Arabia and Egypt (Barely any came from 

Afghanistan or Pakistan)  

 Mostly Sunni Muslim 

 Wanted to return home and set up Islamists governments 

 Came from urban backgrounds (grew up in the cities) 

 Most were living in a country they were not born in 

 They were not welcomed or able to succeed in where they lived (no feeling of “I belong here” or “I am 

wanted here”) 

 Angry with how the world treated them 

 Many were radicalized while living in the West 

 Found friendship in mosques and answers in religion about what to do with their lives 

 

 

 

 

  



Ramzi Yousef and the World Trade Center Bombing (1993)  
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U.S Attacked: Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin Towers and Hit Pentagon 

By SERGE SCHMEMANN 

Hijackers rammed jetliners into each of New York's World Trade Center towers yesterday, toppling both in a 

hellish storm of ash, glass, smoke and leaping victims, while a third jetliner crashed into the Pentagon in 

Virginia. There was no official count, but President Bush said thousands had perished, and in the immediate 

aftermath the calamity was already being ranked the worst and most audacious terror attack in American 

history.  

The attacks seemed carefully coordinated. The hijacked planes were all en route to California, and therefore 

filled with fuel, and their departures were spaced within an hour and 40 minutes. The first, American Airlines 

Flight 11, a Boeing 767 out of Boston for Los Angeles, crashed into the north tower at 8:48 a.m. Eighteen 

minutes later, United Airlines Flight 175, also headed from Boston to Los Angeles, plowed into the south tower. 

Then an American Airlines Boeing 757, Flight 77, left Washington's Dulles International Airport bound for Los 

Angeles, but instead hit the western part of the Pentagon, the military headquarters where 24,000 people work, 

at 9:40 a.m. Finally, United Airlines Flight 93, a Boeing 757 flying from Newark to San Francisco, crashed near 

Pittsburgh, raising the possibility that its hijackers had failed in whatever their mission was.  

There were indications that the hijackers on at least two of the planes were armed with knives. Attorney General 

John Ashcroft told reporters in the evening that the suspects on Flight 11 were armed that way. And Barbara 

Olson, a television commentator who was traveling on American Flight 77, managed to reach her husband, 

Solicitor General Theodore Olson, by cell phone and to tell him that the hijackers were armed with knives and a 

box cutter.  

In all, 266 people perished in the four planes and several score more were known dead elsewhere. Numerous 

firefighters, police officers and other rescue workers who responded to the initial disaster in Lower Manhattan 

were killed or injured when the buildings collapsed. Hundreds were treated for cuts, broken bones, burns and 

smoke inhalation.  

But the real carnage was concealed for now by the twisted, smoking, ash-choked carcasses of the twin towers, 

in which thousands of people used to work on a weekday. The collapse of the towers caused another World 

Trade Center building to fall 10 hours later, and several other buildings in the area were damaged or aflame.  

"I have a sense it's a horrendous number of lives lost," said Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani. "Right now we have to 

focus on saving as many lives as possible."  

For hours after the attacks, rescuers were blocked by other buildings that threatened to topple. But by 11 p.m., 

rescuers had been able to begin serious efforts to locate and remove survivors. Mr. Giuliani said two Port 

Authority police officers had been pulled from the ruins, and he said hope existed that more people could be 

saved.  

Earlier, police officer volunteers using dogs had found four bodies in the smoldering, stories-high pile of rubble 

where the towers had once stood and had taken them to a makeshift morgue in the lobby of an office building at 

Vesey and West Streets.  

Within an hour of the attacks, the United States was on a war footing. The military was put on the highest state 

of alert, National Guard units were called out in Washington and New York and two aircraft carriers were 
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dispatched to New York harbor. President Bush remained aloft in Air Force One, following a secretive route 

and making only brief stopovers at Air Force bases in Louisiana and Nebraska before finally setting down in 

Washington at 7 p.m. His wife and daughters were evacuated to a secure, unidentified location.  

Nobody immediately claimed responsibility for the attacks. But the scale and sophistication of the operation, the 

extraordinary planning required for concerted hijackings by terrorists who had to be familiar with modern 

jetliners, and the history of major attacks on American targets in recent years led many officials and experts to 

point to Osama bin Laden, the Islamic militant believed to operate out of Afghanistan. Afghanistan's hard-line 

Taliban rulers rejected such suggestions, but officials took that as a defensive measure.  

Senator Orrin Hatch, Republican of Utah, told reporters that the United States had some evidence that people 

associated with Mr. bin Laden had sent out messages "actually saying over the airwaves, private airwaves at 

that, that they had hit two targets."  

President Bush, facing his first major crisis in office, vowed that the United States would hunt down and punish 

those responsible for the "evil, despicable acts of terror" which, he said, took thousands of American lives. He 

said the United States would make no distinction between those who carried out the hijackings and those who 

harbored and supported them  

"These acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat, but they have failed," a 

somber president told the nation in an address from the Oval Office shortly after 8:30 p.m.  

"The search is under way for those who are behind these evil acts," Mr. Bush said. "We will make no distinction 

between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them."  

In Afghanistan, the ruling Taliban argued that Mr. bin Laden could not have been responsible for the attacks. 

"What happened in the United States was not a job of ordinary people," an official, Abdul Hai Mutmaen, told 

Reuters. "It could have been the work of governments. Osama bin Laden cannot do this work."  

Apart from the major question of who was responsible, a host of other questions were certain to be at the 

forefront in coming days and weeks. One was the timing -- why Sept. 11?  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



Bin Laden’s Vision 

 



 
 

 

 



The Operation that Killed Bin Ladin 

In the early morning hours of May 2nd in 

Pakistan, a U.S. military raid of an al-

Qa’ida compound in Abbottabad killed 

America’s most wanted terrorist, Usama 

Bin Ladin. The mastermind of the attacks 

on September 11, 2001 that killed 

thousands of innocent men, women, and 

children has been killed. 

 

The mission’s success was the result of 

many years of intelligence operations 

and analysis by the CIA and partners the 

Intelligence Community. The U.S.A. 

agencies collected intelligence about the 

compound since it was discovered in 

2010. Multiple sources of intelligence led 

to the conclusion that Bin Ladin was 

hiding there and protected by two of his 

closest allies. 

 

The strike on the compound, authorized by President Barrack Obama on April 29th, was a surgical raid 

by a small team of special operations forces. The raid was designed to minimize collateral damage and 

to pose as little risk as possible to non-combatants on the compound or to Pakistani civilians in the 

neighborhood. 

President Barack Obama made the announcement late Sunday evening, May 1, in a televised 

address to the world. He said he had been briefed by the intelligence community last August that bin 

Laden was in hiding “within a compound deep inside of Pakistan.” Over the intervening months, 

intelligence agencies worked to confirm the intelligence. Then last week, President Obama 

determined there was enough intelligence to take action. 

“Today, at my direction, the United States launched a targeted operation against that compound in 

Abbottabad, Pakistan,” the President said from the East Room of the White House. “A small team of 

Americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and capability. No Americans were 

harmed. They took care to avoid civilian casualties. After a firefight, they killed Osama bin Laden and 

took custody of his body.” 

“Tonight, we give thanks to the countless intelligence and counterterrorism professionals who’ve 

worked tirelessly to achieve this outcome,” President Obama said. “The American people do not see 

their work, nor know their names. But tonight, they feel the satisfaction of their work and the result of 

their pursuit of justice.” 

 



 

 


